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~eom TRAYNT S - My father adjured me. The following inciden: explains the significance of this ex-
change: Edmond de Rothschild, the well-known French philanthropist, wanted to be buried in Israel,

but his wish could not be immediately acted upon because of hostilities related 10 the 1948 War of
ndependence. Although he was buried in France, when conditions in Israel permitted, Rothschild’s
children made a request through the French interior ministry that he besreinterred in Israel.

\¢ Time passed and they did not receive a reply. After some inquiries they were told that President
De Gaulle himself was delaying the response. When asked, De Gaulle responded that he was
troubled by the request. He had considered de Rothschild a loyal Frenchman. A true Frenchman
is borm, lives, dies and is buried on French soil. Rothschild’s request was thetefore troubling, and

although De Gaulle eventually acceded to the family’s request, his opinion of the family Rothschild

\\ as Frenchmen was irrevocably diminished.

Joseph’s dilemma was similar. He had spent many years as the Viceroy of Egypt, and was con-
sidered a true Egyptian. How could he possibly want to have his father buried in 2 foreign land?
Joseph therefore wished to commuricate to Pharaoh that it was because he took an oath to his
father that he was compelled to accede to Jacobs wish, (Bosion. undaied

-p.'p ab s:n ,m'n .n'::vr'n i DS ma:»m:m -mp'»wm mnm w.ow.
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I p L ' )
74| Is the Ramban suggestmg that w1thout the oath Yosef
HaTzaddik would not honor his initial agreemnient to. fulfill
Yaakov's dying wish?
We can pose the same question on the narrative in
Parashas Chayei Sarah in which Avraham, who trusted his
Q, servant Eliezer with all his possessions, insisted that he swear
to fulfill Avraham’s wishes in finding a shidduch for Yitzchak.
Why did Avraham and Yaakov request that their respective
wishes be cemented into place with oaths?
The Imrei Shefer suggests that when a person pledges to
[t do something for his friend, but then faces a challenge in car-
rying out the mission, there may come a point when he thinks
to himself: I gave it my best effort, but due to circumstances
beyond my control, I can’t follow through.
Had Yaakov let Yosef off with the mere pledge of, “l per-
({ sonally will do as you have said,” when Pharaoh expressed his
displeasure with Yosef and the shevatim leaving Egypt, Yosef
might have rationalized further inaction by saying: “l did my
best. That's all my father could have expected of me.” |
When a person realizes that there is something greater at
U stake, that he has sworn to uphold his word, he doesn't just
say, “I tried.” To paraphrase the old Avis slogan, the severity
of v1olat1ng an jfl}h causes a person totry harder

We see how a do-or-die mentality spurs greater effort in

many different areas in life. ‘

W " 'P'm hesitant to bring sports analogies into a Torah dlSCUS-
" sion, but for better or worse, many can relate to this compari-

_son: . _ .
Sometimes, a team seems to be lethargic and barely mak-

ing an effort to win, until they reach the final couple of min-

31 utes and are still within striking distance. What makes a foot-

ball team, for instance, suddenly come to life in the final two
minutes after spending the first 58 minutes bumbling about?

The answer is that in those last two minutes, everyone

#233 P.O02
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enses acutely that the game is on the line. There is no longer
any time to procrastinate. it's do or die.
- Everyone has factors that will cause them to dig deeper and
tap into spirit and strength that had remained dormant upii!
that motivation kicked in. For those unfortunate enough not to
ave a serious direction in life, that motivation can be a game
or maybe only a play-off game or championship series. )
We. Jews are fortunate to have much more significant
motivations. For Yosef and Eliezer, for instance, the motiva-
tion was a sh’vuah — the realization that if they did not take
{\their effort up a notch, they could be in violation of an oath.
In life, there will be times when we will do things right, and
there will times when we rationalize our behavior, insisting =
(o at least to ourselves — that we were simply unable to do
mere. But we can only be sure that our excuses are vali
fowe truly appreciate the value of $he endeavor we are
olrselves from. If we truly value, tefillah b'tzibby
Y will every tickle in our throat kéep us from shul o
the~extra mile 15 davs mingan
‘We must spend time contemplatmg what is trul
o us in life, because that is the only way that we will
inner strength to excuse ourselves for missing the Sup
because we had a chavrusa, rather than vice versa. .
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